
    

County Council

Wednesday 30 June 2021 at 10.00 am

Oxstalls Indoor Tennis Centre, Gloucester GL2 9EB

Chief Executive

A G E N D A

Chair’s Opening of Council

“May we find wisdom to carry out our duties, humanity to listen to all, the courage to do 
what is right and the generosity to treat each other with respect.”

1  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

2  MINUTES (Pages 1 - 12)

To confirm the minutes of the meeting held on 19 May 2021. 

3  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

Please declare any disclosable pecuniary interests or personal interests that you may 
have relating to any specific matters which may be discussed at the meeting.



4  ANNOUNCEMENTS (Pages 13 - 14)

a) Queen’s Birthday Honours
To congratulate the people from Gloucestershire who have received honours 
(see list appended to the agenda).

b) Fire evacuation procedure and meeting protocols
To invite Simon Harper, Head of Democratic Services, to inform members of 
the arrangements for the meeting.

5  PUBLIC QUESTIONS 

Up to 30 minutes is allowed for this item.

To answer any written public questions about matters which are within the powers 
and duties of the County Council.

The closing date for receipt of questions is 10am on Wednesday, 23 June 2021.  
Please send questions to the Chief Executive marked for the attention of Stephen 
Bace (email stephen.bace@gloucestershire.gov.uk)

Questions received and proposed responses do not accompany this agenda but will 
be circulated prior to the meeting.

6  CORPORATE PARENTING (Pages 15 - 34)

Cllr Stephen Davies, Cabinet Member for Children’s Safeguarding and Early Years, 
to present the corporate parenting report.

7  PETITIONS 

To receive petitions presented by members without discussion.

8  MOTIONS (Pages 35 - 38)

The Council’s Constitution provides for a maximum of two hours for debate on 
motions.  The time limit for member speeches is three minutes and the time limit for 
proposing a motion is five minutes.

In accordance with Procedural Rule 10.2 in Part 4 of the Council Constitution, the 
Chief Executive has prepared a short accompanying note for each motion in respect 
of any implications for climate change, resources, human rights and any other 
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pertinent factors they may wish to include in accordance with the Council’s Policy 
Framework.

Motion 876 - Call to adopt 20mph maximum speeds in areas where vulnerable 
road users and vehicles mix
Proposer: Cllr Roger Whyborn
Seconder: Cllr Gill Moseley
 
This Council believes that 20 is plenty where people are.    
 
This Council agrees with and supports the UK Government’s recent endorsement of 
The Stockholm Declaration, which stipulates in Resolution 11 that a council should 
“mandate a maximum road travel speed of [20mph] in areas where vulnerable road 
users and vehicles mix…except where strong evidence exists that higher speeds are 
safe.”  
  
Council resolves to formally adopt Resolution 11. In practice this means that the 
default speed limit on Gloucestershire’s urban and rural residential streets will be 
20mph, except on main roads where speed limits, if higher, must be both safe and 
appropriate.
 
As the Local Highways Authority, this Council calls on Cabinet to consult the county’s 
District Councils, Parish Councils and communities to identify all the roads which 
should adopt a 20mph speed limit no later than 30 April 2025 and to make significant 
progress towards realising these changes in tandem - establishing 20mph limits in 
identified places quickly if communities agree.
 
Council commits to providing the necessary funding, to achieve the goal of making 
our residents safe across Gloucestershire.

Motion 877 - Call to scrap proposed Voter ID reforms  
Proposer: Cllr Paul Hodgkinson
Seconder: Cllr Ben Evans 

This Council notes that:
 The UK Government revealed in the Queen’s speech, on 11 May, its intention 

to introduce laws requiring all eligible voters to show voter ID in all future 
elections.

 The UK Government claims this is to tackle electoral fraud.

This Council further notes, however, that:
 The Electoral Commission has stated that there is “no evidence of large-scale 

electoral fraud.”
 That between 2017 and 2019, there were just 6 convictions and 12 police 



cautions relating to electoral fraud – the majority of which did not relate to ID 
fraud.

 That nearly 10 per cent of eligible voters do not have the necessary 
identification at present, and that previous trials of voter ID saw many 
hundreds of voters disenfranchised – including 750 people during the 2019 
trials.

This Council believes that:
 The proposed legislation is a solution to a problem that doesn’t exist and only 

serves to make it harder for some sections of Britain’s electorate to vote – 
most notably minority groups and young voters.

 The greater priority should be encouraging voter registrations within those 
groups that are typically under-represented during elections.  

This Council therefore resolves to:
 Write to the Prime Minister and the Minister for the Cabinet Office outlining this 

Council’s firm belief that the voter ID reforms proposed in the Queen’s speech 
are an illiberal barrier to democratic participation. 

 Work with the relevant scrutiny group to investigate ways the County Council 
can encourage more people to participate in future elections in Gloucestershire 
– with a particular focus on the next County Council elections on 1 May 2025.

Motion 878 - EU Settlement Scheme

Proposer: Cllr Wendy Thomas
Seconder: Cllr John Bloxsom

Council notes the concerns raised by a range of charities that the deadline set of 
today, 30 June 2021, for applications to be made under the EU Citizens Settlement 
Scheme could have “catastrophic consequences” for vulnerable people.

Council recognises that this cut-off date risks there being people in Gloucestershire 
with uncertain legal status even though they have the right to remain if they lived in 
the UK before 31 December last year. 

Reliance on Home Office discretion as to what constitutes reasonable grounds for 
late applications has raised serious concerns as to how this will actually be applied to 
vulnerable people.

Council also notes the impact of the current pandemic on capacity across councils, 
the legal system, embassies and the organisations providing outreach support.

Council resolves to continue to work with charities that are supporting vulnerable 
groups to make applications whilst also urging Government to lift the deadline and not 
impose another until it can demonstrate that all eligible EU citizens and non-EU family 



members have secured status.

Motion 879 - Virtual Council Meetings

Proposer: Cllr David Drew
Seconder: Cllr Wendy Thomas

This Council is extremely disappointed that the Government did not extend 
emergency legislation in order to enable virtual council meetings to continue to be 
held beyond 7 May 2021. 

MPs now retain the right to participate remotely whilst councillors cannot do the same 
should they need to make decisions.

We regret that the hire of larger external premises and equipment necessitated by 
these restrictions has imposed additional cost on the Council.

In view of the continuation of COVID-19 restrictions there is a clear case to reverse 
this decision. 

We call for councils to not be forced to hold COVID-19 secure face-to-face meetings 
until all restrictions are lifted.

9  MEMBER QUESTIONS 

Up to 30 minutes is allowed for this item.

To answer any written member questions about matters which are within the powers 
and duties of the County Council. 

The closing date for receipt of questions is 10am on Wednesday, 23 June 2021. 
Please send questions to the Chief Executive marked for the attention of Stephen 
Bace (email stephen.bace@gloucestershire.gov.uk). 

Questions received and proposed responses do not accompany this agenda but will 
be circulated prior to the meeting.

10  APPOINTMENTS TO OUTSIDE BODIES (Pages 39 - 42)

Report of the Head of Democratic Services relating to appointments to outside 
bodies.
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11  CONSTITUTION (Pages 43 - 58)

Report of the Monitoring Officer and Director of Policy, Performance and Governance 
relating to changes to the Council Constitution. 

12  SCRUTINY 

a)  REPORTS 
The June 2021 cycle of Scrutiny Committees were induction sessions where 
officers presented information relevant to each committee’s remit.  Scrutiny 
Committee Chairs to answer questions:

Cllr Philip Awford, Corporate Overview and Scrutiny 
Cllr Andrew Gravells, Health Scrutiny 
Cllr Stephen Hirst, Adult Social Care and Communities
Cllr Andrew Miller, Children and Families
Cllr Dom Morris, Environment
Cllr Matt Babbage, Economic Growth
Cllr Jeremy Hilton, Fire and Rescue

b)  VICE-CHAIR OF THE SCRUTINY COMMITTEES AND THE AUDIT AND 
GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE 
To appoint the Vice-chairs of the Scrutiny Committees and the Audit and 
Governance Committee:

Corporate Overview and Scrutiny 
Health Scrutiny 
Adult Social Care and Communities
Children and Families
Environment
Economic Growth
Fire and Rescue
Audit and Governance

13  CABINET 

a)  CABINET DECISION STATEMENT (Pages 59 - 66)
To consider the Cabinet Decision Statement for the meeting held on 24 March 
2021.



b)  INDIVIDUAL CABINET MEMBER DECISION STATEMENTS (Pages 67 - 80)
To consider the decision statements for the period 1 March 2021 to 31 May 2021.

14  HONORARY ALDERMEN/ ALDERWOMEN (Pages 81 - 82)

Report of the Head of Democratic Services relating to the appointment of Honorary 
Aldermen/ Alderwomen

RECORDING MEETINGS, INSPECTION OF PAPERS AND GENERAL 
QUERIES – Please note that full Council meetings are webcast and may be 
viewed on the Council’s website (www.gloucestershire.gov.uk). If you wish to 
inspect reports relating to any item on this agenda or have any other general 
queries about the meeting, please contact:

Simon Harper, Head of Democratic Services
 01452 324202, email simon.harper@gloucestershire.gov.uk

Photography, filming and audio recording of Council meetings is permitted subject to the 
Local Government Access to Information provisions.  Please contact Democratic Services 
to make the necessary arrangements ahead of the meeting.  If you are a member of the 
public and do not wish to be photographed or filmed please inform the Democratic Services 
Officer on duty at the meeting.

EVACUATION PROCEDURE - in the event of the fire alarms sounding during the meeting 
please leave as directed in a calm and orderly manner and go to the assembly point 
outside the building. Please remain there and await further instructions.
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